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RESOLUTION
CALLING FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE 
PHILIPPINES INTO A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO PROPOSE 
AMENDMENTS TO OR REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND UPON 
APPROVAL OF THREE FOURTHS (3/4) VOTE OF ITS MEMBERS 
ADOPT THE SAME

Whereas, Article XVII of the 1987 Constitution provides for the 
manner by which the fundamental law can be amended or revised;

Whereas, under the said provision of the Constitution, any 
amendment to or revision of the Constitution may be proposed by: (1) the 
Congress, upon a vote of three fourths (3/4) of all its members; or (2) a 
Constitutional Convention. Amendments to the 1987 Constitution may 
likewise be directly proposed by the people through what is known as 
People’s Initiative;

Whereas, the framers of the fundamental law are silent on how the 
Congress should meet in effecting this change in the Constitution;

Whereas, the noted Constitutionalist Father Joaquin Bernas stated 
that “now there is growing acceptance of the proposition that Congress, 
when acting as a constituent assembly, need not be in joint session but 
may act the way it does in ordinary legislation (because the Constitution 
does not require a joint session)."1 In justifying his proposition, Father 
Bernas said that;

“But where in the Constitution does one find this mode? The 
elements o f this mode are all in Article XVII. The 
fundamental principle is that what is not prohibited by the 
Constitution, either explicitly or implicitly, is left to the 
discretion of Congress provided it can be traced somehow to 
the powers of Congress. It is clear from Article XVII that the 
power to propose amendments can only be activated by 
Congress. The two houses o f Congress are n o t required, 
as they were under the 1935 Constitution, to be in jo in t  
session. Hence, it is quite possible for the two houses to 
formulate amendments the way they formulate laws—as 
they are where they are. Once one house is through with a 
draft, it is passed on to the other house for action. If there is

1 http://opinion.inquirer.net/14997/back-to-charter-change
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