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EXPLANATORY NOTE
Article II, Section 26 of the 1987 Constitution provides that “the state shall
guarantee equal access to opportunities for public service, and prohibit political
dynasties as may be defined by law. ”
While the State recognizes the pernicious effects of political dynasties, there is
still no enabling law to prohibit its existence in the political arena. Influential clans
and families that are well-entrenched in the political arena have made positions in
government their virtual playgrounds, resulting in the proliferation of small
monarchies all over the country. This makes a mockery of what should otherwise be a
level-playing field in politics and espouse political inequities.
During the debates in the Constitutional Commission of 1986, Commissioner
Sarmiento explained the rationale of prohibiting political dynasties:
“By including this provision, we widen the opportunities of competent,
young, and promising poor candidates to occupy important positions in
the government. While it is true we have government officials who have
ascended to power despite accident of birth, they are exemptions to the
general rule. The economic standing of these officials would show that
they come from powerful clans with vast economic fortunes. ”
Unfortunately, despite numerous attempts to introduce an anti-political dynasty
law as early as the 8th Congress to effect electoral reforms and level the political
landscape. Congress failed to pass such a law.
This encumbrance can be attributed to the fact that many members of Congress
came from politically dominating political clans. Over the years, they have
successfully argued for the electorate’s right to choose their elected leaders using the
oft-repeated principle that “sovereignty resides in the people and all government
authority emanates from them”.
This proposed measure seeks to strike a balance between the two competing
fundamental principles of electorate’s sovereignty and political dynasty. This Law is
in consonance with the constitutional precept that laws should be interpreted not in the
letter that killeth but to the spirit that vivifieth.
Hence, the proposed measure seeks to prohibit the spouse or person related
within the second degree of consanguinity or affinity, whether legitimate or
illegitimate, full or half blood, to an incumbent elective official seeking re-election, to

